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SOMEREET MALAYALEE CULTURA

NAME
The name of the association is Somerset Malayalee Cultural Association (SMCA).

PURPOSE

The primary aim of SMCA is to bring together Malayali families in and around Yeovil to promote artistic,
cultural, and social commitments within the community while adhering to the regulations set forth by
UK law. Additionally, the association aims to collaborate with regional and local organizations to
promote social, cultural, and artistic values.

MEMBERSHIP

B Eligibility: Any person with a UK residence visa.

B Fee: £10 per year for both families and individuals.

B Termination: The association has the authority to cancel membership for individuals involved in
adverse activities or for those who fail to pay membership fees without a valid reason, through a
general body meeting.

COMMITTEE STRUCTURE

B The committee comprises the President, Vice President, Secretary, Joint Secretary, Hon.

Treasurer, executive members, and UUKMA representatives.

B The Executive Committee will consist of 15 members (increased to 15 from 12 during 2024-2025
period) and 3 UUKMA representatives.

B Of the 3 UUKMA representatives, 2 are selected by the General Body, and 1 is selected by the
Executive Committee.

B No individual should simultaneously hold leadership positions in both SMCA and UUKMA. However, in
exceptional cases, individuals with the necessary talents may be allowed to hold both roles, subject to
approval by the general body.

B At least 3 women must be present in the governing body to ensure gender inclusivity.

B The Executive Committee has the authority to remove members who fail to attend 3 consecutive
meetings without an adequate reason.

B A person should not hold office in both SMCA and UUKMA at the same time. However, under special
circumstances and with the approval of the General Body, individuals with exceptional skills may hold
multiple positions.

GENERAL BODY
General Body meetings must occur at least once per year. If postponed, the agenda
must be circulated to all members within one week.
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ELECTION
An online polling system will be used for voting by all members over the age of 18, provided they have

no membership fee arrears.

HANDOVER
The final program of the committee for the year will be Vishu-Easter-Eid, and the outgoing committee
must hand over all affairs to the incoming committee within 3 weeks of the program

BANK ACCOUNT
The organization operates a common bank account, and the account holder must be re-instated during
the handover process.

CONSTITUTION AMENDMENTS
The General Body holds the sole authority to amend the constitution of the organization.

DATA PROTECTION (GDPR COMPLIANCE)

B Personal data of members will be handled in accordance with UK GDPR regulations. Access to
member information will be restricted to the individual(s) responsible for managing the organization’s
online activities.

B The rights of sponsors, as related to their involvement in the organization’s programs, will be granted
only with the explicit consent of the relevant individuals or institutions participating in the
organization’s events and activities.

This is the amended SMCA Bylaw after being approved in the General body on 01/02/2025
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